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A Few Quotes About Fear

A There is no such thing as paranoia. Your worst fears
can come true at any moment.
- Hunter S. Thompson

A There are only two forces that unite [us] 8 fear and
Interest. All great revolutions originate in fear, for the
play of interests does not lead to accomplishment.

- Napolean Bonaparte



Rule 702. Testimony by Expert Withesses

A witness who is qualified as an expert by knowledge , skill ,
experience , training , or education may testify in the form of an
opinion or otherwise if:

(@) theexpertodos scientific, technical,
help the trier of fact to understand the evidence  or to determine
a fact in issue;

(b) the testimony is based on sufficient facts or data ;

(c) the testimony is the product of reliable principles and methods ;
and

(d) the expert has reliably applied the principles and methods to the
facts of the case.
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The primary objective of a direct examination Is to
provide the trier of fact with admissible testimony.

Federal Rule of Evidence 401.
Evidenceis relevant If:

(a) it has any tendency to make a fact more or less probable
than it would be without the evidence; and

(b) the fact is of consequence in determining the action.



Does the item of evidence tend to
prove the matter sought to be proved?

A Whether the relationship exists depends upon
principles evolved by experience or science, applied
logically to the situation at hand.

James, Relevancy, Probability and the Law, 29Calif.L.Rev 689, 696, n.
15 (1941), in Selected Writings on Evidence and Trial 610, 615, n. 15
(Fryer ed. 1957).



Definition of  scientific method:

Principles and procedures for the systematic pursuit of
knowledge involving the recognition and formulation of a
problem, the collection of data through observation and
experiment, and the formulation and testing of hypotheses.

- Merriam-Webster

A NFPA 921, Testing : Experimental vs. Cognitive



The Introduction 9o The Five Minute Rule

Name, title, and why should a jury listen to you.

The most valuable of all talents is that of never using two

words when one will do.
- Thomas Jefferson

Speak clearly, If you speak at all; carve every word before you

let it 1all.
- Oliver Wendell Holmes



Direct Examination is a one-sided, closely
watched conversation which should
transform into a classroom for a jury.
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Setting the Fire Scene

Product/Client

Date, Day, Time

Background Information
Location (residence v. business)
Photographs (before & after)
Key People Involved

Agree on Names, Practice the Names, and be
Consistent
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Describing the Investigation

Collection of Evidence vs. CSI the Movie
Photographs, Diagrams, and Digital Magic
The shovel and the clipboard

Overcoming the fear of being photographed

Find the Word to Fit the Audience:

Donot ustawbgdrods t he s ubjidmely wbheoan
you meanvery, ot her wi se youodl/l have n
to talk about something really infinite.

-C. S. Lewis -
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